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LEVEL 3 CERTIFICATE FOR FOREST SCHOOL LEADERS 
UNIT 3: FOREST SCHOOL PROGRAMME PLANNING AND PREPARATION
HANDOUT 3: ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT



ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT OF A FOREST SCHOOL SITE


	Description of Forest School Site

	Name of wood/site
	Location
	OS Grid reference

	Downsview Primary School



	Biggin Way
Upper Norwood
London
SE19 3XE
	TQ 32083 70094

	Owner (include full contact details)

	
Croydon Council
Bernard Weatherill House
8 Mint Walk 



	Other identified stakeholders 

	

N/A




	General Description: Landscape context/topography
(geographical location and features e.g. alongside river, steep slopes etc.)

	
Woodland area is located within local primary school. Features many types of trees, uneven ground, small body of water, array of bushes and plants.
Trees of varying ages and heights.
Ground layer smaller shrubs, bushes and grass. 
Geographical location:
              51.4153716801148, -0.1019633379245694








	Woodland Description

	Flora
	Trees
	Horse Chestnut
Sycamore
White Oak
Silver Birch
English Oak


	
	Plants
	English Ivy
Black alder
Garden chervil
Elmleaf blackberry
Cleavers
Stinging nettle
Spear thistle 
Cow parsley


	
	Fungi
	Hedgehog fungus
Fly agargic
Chicken of the woods
Jelly Ear/Wood ear


	
	Mosses
	Swans neck thyme moss
Bristle mosses
Feather Moss


	Fauna 
	Birds
	Parakeet
Robin
Pigeon
Wood pigeon
Sparrow
Wood pecker
Owl

	
	Mammals 
	
Fox
Squirrel
Hedgehog
Bat



	
	Insects 
	Worms
Ladybirds
Spider
Millipede
Centipede
Earwig





	Abiotic elements

	Water
	Small body of water
Water moss and plants
Tadpole
Water insects


	Soil
	Brown earth
Fertile soil
Some parts mixture of clay and earth 
Leaves decompose and help soil quality


	Bedrock/
surface rock
	Some types of sedimentary rocks visible







	Archaeological considerations
(if present)

	


N/A



	Management history of site
(e.g. when was the wood established, previous uses etc.)

	
Woodland has been part of school site since the school was built in 1974





	Long term vision

	Tidy and improve woodland area, improve body of water and access paths, add vegetable patches to be maintained by children, children to make and maintain wooden planters and to restore and maintain a small body of water and encourage growth and pond life.





	Activity
	Ground layer
	Field Layer
	Shrub Layer
	Canopy Layer
	Other

	Outdoor Art



	Disturbing leaves
	Some removed
	Some removed
	None expected
	

	Pendant painting



	Disturbing leaves
	None expected
	None expected
	None expected
	

	
Touch and feel


	
Disturbing leaves
	
Some removed
	
Some removed
	
None expected
	

	
Picture This


	
Disturbing leaves
	
Some disturbed
	
Some disturbed
	
None expected
	

	
God eyes


	
Disturbing leaves
	
Some disturbed
	
Some disturbed
	
None expected
	

	
Pond revival


	
Disturbing leaves and mosses
	
Removal of some grasses and ferns
	
Cut back overhanging branches for safe access
	
None expected
	



An aerial view of our Forest School Site
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