What's happening picture
in the news this week? -~ News
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The Earth Prize

Let’'s have a look at this week’s poster!



How can people create hope
during difficult times?




\.'E\"'D)
Let's look at this week's story Il

Teenage sisters, Tala and Farah Mousa from Gaza, have
created a project called Build Hope. They collect rubble
from damaged buildings, crush it, and mix it with materials
such as clay, ash, and straw to create new bricks to be
used for rebuilding communities. The sisters developed the
idea while living in a tent after their home was destroyed
during the war in Gaza. Their venture won The Earth Prize,
a global environmental competition for young people, for
the Middle East region.

’ 5 Learn more about this week’s story here. . ‘

Watch this week’s useful video here. f . .

This week’s Virtual Picture News here.
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/ce8p7vngmp3o
http://www.youtube.com/shorts/ZSQLvOF5_2s
http://www.picture-news.co.uk/discuss

How does it make me feel?

sad

despondent
disconsolate
dismal
doleful
downhearted
forlorn
gloomy
melancholic
miserable
woeful
wretched

guilty

ashamed
compunctious
contrite
culpable
penitent
responsible
rueful

angry

aggrieved
annoyed
discontented
disgruntled
distressed
exasperated
frustrated
indignant
offended
outraged
resentful
vexed

jealous

bitter
covetous
desirous
envious
envying
resentful
wary

happy

beaming
buoyant
cheery
contented
delighted
enraptured
gleeful
glowing
joyful

thankful

appreciative
grateful
gratified
indebted
obliged
relieved

confused

addled
baffled
bemused
bewildered
disorientated
indistinct
muddled
mystified
perplexed
puzzled

shocked

astonished
astounded
disconcerted
distressed
dumbfounded
horrified
staggered
startled
stunned
surprised

excited

animated
elevated
enlivened
enthusiastic
exhilarated
exuberant
thrilled

disgusted

affronted
appalled
horrified
repelled

repulsed
revolted

sickened

worried

agitated
anxious
apprehensive
concerned
disquieted
distraught
distressed
disturbed
fretful
perturbed
troubled
uneasy

inspired

activated
encouraged
exhilarated
galvanised
influenced

motivated
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JL

overwhelmed  afraid
engulfed alarmed
inundated apprehensive
overburdened daunted
overloaded fearful
saturated frantic
submerged horrified
swamped petrified
terrified
embarrassed interested
ashamed absorbed
awkward captivated
chagrined curious
demeaned engaged
discomposed enthralled
humiliated fascinated
self-conscious gripped
uncomfortable intrigued
uneasy riveted
unsettled
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This week's story looks at events related to ... |

Antarctica
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ASSEMBLY
RESOURCE
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Read through the information below all about Tala and Farah'’s project.
Share your thoughts on the venture and the impact it might have on their community.

The project ‘Build Hope' was created by two sisters from Gaza, Tala and The area of Gaza where the sisters live with their brother and
Farah Mousa, aged 17 and 15. The sisters collect rubble from damaged parents has been affected by war and conflict in recent years.
buildings and turn it into bricks that can be reused. They crush the rubble The family currently live together in a tent, as their home was
and mix it with materials such as clay, ash and straw to create new building damaged in the conflict. They hope to be able to rebuild their
materials, with the aim of helping to rebuild damaged communities. home soon.

The idea won the Middle East category of The Earth Prize, a
global environmental competition for young people aged
between 13 and 19.

The prize money was $12,500 (around £10,000). The sisters plan
to use the money for training to encourage and help others to
use their method.

“Over the next year we hope the knowledge will spread among
new communities, with more workshops, more blocks being
produced... we have a big passion for this.”

Pictured: Tala and Farah Mousa | ‘
Source: The Earth Prize [ e Farah speaking about what they hope to achieve with the project.
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Resource

one
|\ we can help the planet.

)
-( L Our Earth Prize idea

The Earth Prize is a competition for young people who have ideas to help the planet. R TR v

It celebrates creativity, problem=-solving and action. It could help..

Look at the resource below, which shows some ways

=
|

Could we save energy Could we reuse things
at school or home? instead of wasting them? and look after plants?

Could we help clean
up outdoor spaces?

Could we create
spaces for insects?
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Resource

two
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Fluoronet, Czechia

Problem: Lost fishing nets can harm ocean life.
Idea: Making fishing nets easier to find and remove.

Look at the resource below, which shares information

on some other entries to The Earth Prize.

Plas=Stick, India

Problem: Tiny pieces of plastic in water.

Idea: Using powder made from waste
tamarind seeds to help remove microplastics.

BN

WeaveLand, Philippines

T - Problem: Coconut husks are often
" e—thrown away.
o i Idea: Turning coconut fibre waste into

HewaSafi Innovators, Kenya reusable items.
Problem: Pollution from vehicle exhausts.

Idea: A low-cost filter using agricultural
waste and algae.

Problem: Hornbill birds need safe nesting
places.

Idea: Artificial nests made from recycled
materials.

o dl
Homes for Hornbills, Thailand ‘
I
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How can people create hope
during difficult times?




Reflection
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When we see damage or
problems, we often notice
what has been lost, but
we can also look for hope

()

and possibilities.
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| can explain what
a story is about.

Explanation: Let's investigate
~” how we can make sense of

( news stories.
JL

Questions to Discuss

 Which details help us understand
the main message of a news
story?

» How do headlines help us
understand what a story is about?

» What questions can we ask to help
us fully understand a news story?

v o=
Vv —
V) ==
e Evaluate
tCl;lanz]ai nsiste[l;s wi_n Prize for
o g rubble into reusable
Research Act

Draw three large rectangles on a piece of paper. These are your bricks.
* In the first brick, write down the challenges the sisters faced.

* In the second brick, explain the solution they used to help overcome their
challenge.

* In the third brick, describe the positive impact they had.
Think about: Can you explain the whole story using only your three bricks? How?

Write a one-minute news report. Start with a strong headline to grab the
audience’s attention and then use your three bricks to help you explain the story.
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British ::

Values
Individual Mutual Respect

I Rea“y o "qtter! Liberty and Tolerance

Which British value do you think this week'’s story highlights?

The story highlights
The story highlights Democracy because
Individual Liberty the public gets to vote
because the sisters for the Global Winner
made the choice to of The Earth Prize,
use their talents to showing people that
change the world for everyone has an equal
the better. say and that every

single vote counts.

Do you agree with either person, or think something different?

© Picture News 2026



\.D‘D

n’ @

WhoLPeopIe Age
. . . gve
Which protected characteristic do you
think this week's story highlights?
This story shows that o Marriage
anyone can be leaders in Disability Being and Civil
science and engineering Yourself | | Partnership
regardless of their sex.
Everyone can inspire others
to take action and build @
solutions.
Pregnancy Religion
and Maternity or Belief

Share your thoughts. Do you agree?
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UN Rights
of the Child

No matter the
challenge, every child
deserves the chance to

be safe, healthy, and
happy again.
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Useful Vocabulary

Conflict

A serious disagreement
between different countries or
groups of people who have
different ideas or opinions.

The family currently live
together in a tent, as their home
was damaged in the conflict.

Hope

A positive feeling of wanting
something good to happen and
believing that it actually can.

How can people create hope
during difficult times?

Can you use them in a conversation this week?

Destroyed

To be damaged so badly that it
is completely broken, ruined,
or can no longer be used.

The sisters developed the idea
while living in a tent after their
home was destroyed during the
war in Gaza.

Rubble

The rough pile of broken bricks,
stones, and pieces of wall left
behind when a building is
destroyed or knocked down.

The sisters collect rubble from
damaged buildings and turn it
into bricks that can be reused.

- () :
)
dL
Global
Relating to the whole world or

affecting everything on the
planet.

The idea won the Middle East
category of The Earth Prize, a
global environmental
competition for young people
aged between 13 and 19.

Venture

A new project or journey that
is exciting but involves taking
a risk because you are not
sure how it will turn out.

Their venture won The Earth
Prize, a global environmental
competition for young people,
for the Middle East region.
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Picture News

How can people create hope
during difficult times?

Teenage sisters, Tala and Farah Mousa from Gaza,
have created a project called Build Hope. They
collect rubble from damaged buildings, crush it, and
mix it with materials such as clay, ash, and straw to
create new bricks to be used for rebuilding
communities. The sisters developed the idea while
living in a tent after their home was destroyed during
the war in Gaza. Their venture won The Earth Prize, a
global environmental competition for young people,
for the Middle East region.

~Q Listen ) Think

* Read this week's big question and look at the image.
Can you make a prediction about the news story this
week?

* Read through the information found on the Assembly

Resource all about the girls’ project. Share your
thoughts on the idea and the impact it might have on
their community.

+ Watch the useful video all about The Earth Prize's
winner. Why do you think the girls named the venture
‘Build Hope'? Do you believe it is a good name?

 The sisters started their project because they were in
a very difficult situation and wanted to do what they
could to help. Talk about how it might feel to bein a

difficult situation. Do you think it's always possible to

stay positive?

+ Can you share a time when you have helped improve
a difficult situation? Think of some of the different
ways we can help others. It might be a friend or
family member, or people we don't know.

» What makes you feel hopeful when things are hard?

Reflection

When we see damage or problems, we often notice
what has been lost, but we can also look for hope and
possibilities.

Picture News

KS1 focus
What is The Earth Prize?

2@ Listen ) Think

« The Earth Prize celebrates young people’s ideas for
helping the planet. Do you think good ideas should
be celebrated? Why?

+ Tala and Farah noticed a problem and thought of a
way to help. What problem did they notice? What
was their idea? Why do you think Build Hope was a
good idea for The Earth Prize?

« Just like Tala and Farah, we can notice problems
and think of ideas to help. Look at Resource 1,
which shows some ways we can help the planet.
What problems can you see?

 Which problem would you most like to help with?
Why?

 Which idea do you think would be the easiest to
try? Which idea might be more difficult?

 Which idea might help animals, plants or people?

« Can small actions still make a difference? What
small action could you take to help the planet or
other people?

« If your class entered The Earth Prize, what idea
could you put forward? What would you call your
idea? How would your idea help the planet or your
community? Use the prompts on Resource 1 to
help plan your idea.

* Do you think children’s ideas can make a
difference? How can children share their ideas with
others?

Reflection

The Earth Prize reminds us that young people can
have big ideas. When we look at the world around
us, we can think of ways to make things better.

Picture News

KS2 focus

What are some other entries for this
year’s Earth Prize?

“@Q) Listen ) Think

» What can you remember about Tala and Farah's
Build Hope project? Why do you think Build Hope
stood out as an Earth Prize project? Think about
creativity, impact and hope.

« The Earth Prize includes young people’s ideas from
different parts of the world. Why might different
places have different problems to solve?

* Look at the other Earth Prize entries on Resource 2.
What different problems are the young people trying
to solve?

 Which entry do you find most interesting or
surprising? Explain your thinking.

+ Can you spot any links between the projects? Think
about waste, water, pollution, animals, communities
or new materials.

 Which projects help people? Which help animals,
habitats or the wider planet? Are any doing both?
How?

 Many of the projects use waste or natural materials
in a new way. Why might reusing materials be an
important part of solving environmental problems?

+ Which project do you think could have the biggest
impact? Why?

« If you were judging The Earth Prize, what would you
be looking for in a winning idea?

Reflection

The Earth Prize entries show us that young people
around the world can respond to problems with creativity
and action, helping to care for people and the planet in
new ways.



Picture News

Picture News

Picture News

KS2 follow=up ideas
Option 1

Think about: What does hope mean to you? If hope
were an animal, what would it be? Why? If it were a
colour/weather/sound, what would it be? Why?
Read through Emily Dickinson’s poem, ‘Hope is the
thing with feathers’.

Write a short, 4-to-6 line stanza using the same
opening structure as Dickinson. You may wish to use
the scaffolded structure:

Hope is the thing with...
Hope is the colour...

It sounds like...

It feels like...

Hope lives in...

Option 2
Create a ‘Hope Box' for the children moving up into your

year group after the summer holidays. Write a postcard
to put into the box, which includes these prompts:

» When | started in Year X' | was worried about...
+ Something that helped me overcome that worry was...
My biggest hope for you in this classroom is...

Seal all the postcards inside a decorated box. Hand the
box over to the class teacher to open with their new
class.

Think about: How do you think the person will feel when
they read your postcard? How might it help them feel
hopeful? How do you think you have grown or changed
since the beginning of the year? Why?

KS1 follow=up ideas
Option 1

Hold up a seed (e.g., a sunflower seed).

Think about: Does anyone know what this is? What
does it look like now? What do you hope might
happen if this is planted in soil and given water and
sunlight? Why?

Plant a seed each in a small pot. Explain that hope is
like a seed; while we cannot see the flower yet, we
can hope and believe it will grow if we take care of it.
Give each child a paper strip to decorate and stick to
their pot and ask them to write a message of hope to
their seed. You may wish to use the sentence starter,
“ hope my seed grows...” or for further challenge,
“Just like this seed, | hope I can grow to be..."

Option 2

Discuss that a blanket keeps people warm and safe
from the cold. As a class, create a ‘Blanket of Hope'.
Give everyone a square piece of card to draw or write
a message of hope. You may wish to include
something that makes you smile or a message for
someone who is having a tricky time.

Connect the individual pieces together. You may wish
to hang it up in a quiet corner of the classroom.

Think about: What does it feel like to wrap yourself in
a blanket? Why? A real blanket keeps our bodies
warm. How might our ‘Blanket of Hope' give warmth?

This week’s useful websites

This week’s news story
www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/ce8p7vngmp3o

This week’s useful video
www.youtube.com/shorts/ZSQLVOF5_2s

This week's Virtual Picture News
www.picture-news.co.uk/discuss

This week’s vocabulary

Conflict

A serious disagreement between different countries or
groups of people who have different ideas or opinions.
The family currently live together in a tent, as their home
was damaged in the conflict.

Destroyed

To be damaged so badly that it is completely broken,
ruined, or can no longer be used.

The sisters developed the idea while living in a tent after
their home was destroyed during the war in Gaza.
Global

Relating to the whole world or affecting everything on the
planet.

The idea won the Middle East category of The Earth
Prize, a global environmental competition for young
people aged between 13 and 19.

Hope

A positive feeling of wanting something good to happen
and believing that it actually can.

How can people create hope during difficult times?
Rubble

The rough pile of broken bricks, stones, and pieces of
wall left behind when a building is destroyed or knocked
down.

The sisters collect rubble from damaged buildings and
turn it into bricks that can be reused.

Venture

A new project or journey that is exciting but involves
taking a risk because you are not sure how it will turn
out.

Their venture won The Earth Prize, a global
environmental competition for young people, for the
Middle East region.


http://www.youtube.com/shorts/ZSQLvOF5_2s
http://www.picture-news.co.uk/discuss
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/ce8p7vngmp3o

In the news this week

Teenage sisters, Tala and Farah Mousa Things to talk about at home ...
from Gaza, have created a project

st = 7th
called Build Hope. They collect rubble > Doyou think young people can make

A K E H 0 M Ju“e
mix it with materials such as Clay, aSh, ) Have you ever turned Something

' and straw to create new bricks to be old or broken into something new
How peap : used for rebuilding communities. The or useful?
sisters developed the idea while living 0
7 in a tent after their home was destroyed > Share what the word ‘hope’ means

during the war in Gaza. Their venture to you.
won The Earth Prize, a global > What can help people stay hopeful
environmental competition for young during difficult times?

people, for the Middle East region.

Please note any interesting thoughts or comments

Share your thoughts and read the opinions of others www.picture-news.co.uk/discuss
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NEWSPAPER

1st = 7th
June

SPOTLIGHT @

Helping Hedgehogs with Al
Can you name any nocturnal
animals? Owls, bats and foxes
are all awake when it is dark,
and so are hedgehogs!

These small, spiky animals are a
favourite in the UK, but there are
far fewer hedgehogs than there
used to be. Scientists at the
University of Cambridge, in
England, are using satellites and
artificial intelligence (Al) to help
protect them. The new Al tool,
called Tessera, studies satellite
pictures taken from space to
find places where hedgehogs
live, such as hedgerows and
gardens.

Sometimes clouds cover parts
of the pictures, but Tessera can
use Al to fill in the missing parts
and create a more complete
map. Researchers hope this will

Pictured: A hedgehog at nighttime.
Source: Canva.

help them understand where
hedgehogs can safely find food
and shelter. Some hedgehogs
are even wearing tiny GPS
trackers, which scientists
jokingly call ‘digi-hogs'!
Professor Silviu Petrovan said,
researchers hope Al can help
hedgehogs ‘safely move around
the countryside’. In some parts
of the UK, hedgehog numbers
have fallen by as much as 75%
since 2000. Do you know any
other forms of technology that
can help animals?

Hop On and Go! =,

Ding ding! Mind the doors and
get ready for a summer saving!
This summer, travelling around
London on its famous red
buses and trams, from parks
or museums to well-known
landmarks, could be cheaper
than ever! Between 25™ July
and 315t August, people using
London’s buses and trams on
Saturdays and Sundays will be
able to travel all day for £1.75
(the price of just one fare).
The Hopper fare first started in
2016. It lets people change
buses and trams within one
hour without buying another
ticket. Transport for London
says more than one billion
Hopper journeys have been

Do we learn more from winning or losing?

Pictured: A busy central London with its iconic
red buses! Source: Canva.

made since then! The new offer
could help families enjoy more
adventures across London this
summer. Sir Sadiq Khan, the
Mayor of London, said the
scheme would help make travel
‘more affordable’. Three buses
have even been decorated with
colourful frog designs to help
spread the news - encouraging
families to hop on and explore!
If you could hop on a big red
London bus, where would you go?

Yes, we can learn from our
mistakes and try to do better!

Sanvi

Let us know what you think about this week’s news @ picture-news.co.uk/discuss @ help@picture-news.co.uk /picturenewsprimary/
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SPOTLIGHT @ &=

mendous
Award

A tree in Lithuania has been awarded
first place in the European Tree of the
Year competition. The oak tree is 400-
years-old! Until recently, the tree had
been almost forgotten, only known to
the locals in the small Rukai village.
This tree won due to its strong cultural
and environmental significance to the
local Laukiai people. Last year, the
community restored the area around
the tree, built it a stone wall for

Pictured: European Tree of the Year 2026 first prize.

Source: European Tree of the Year on Facebook.
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Pictured: European Tree of the Year 2026 winner.
Source: European Tree of the Year on Facebook.

protection, and brought the Laukiai
people together at a celebration in the
oak’s honour. Now, the sixth generation

is growing up alongside the winning tree.

Petr Skrivanek, coordinator of European
Tree of the Year, said, ‘The competition
was extremely close - the ranking
remained uncertain until the vey last
moment’. Some of the other trees in the
competition include a wild apple tree in
Slovakia, which achieved second place,
withstanding extreme weather
conditions such as snowstorms and
heatwaves for more than 150 years! The
third-place tree is a white elm in Poland,
known as the Crooked Elm of
Szyslowiec. It grows on an island and
has an unusual shape, where it leans
towards the moat that surrounds the
island.

Do you like trees? What is your favourite
type of tree?

Reef
Restoration

A team of 260 volunteers came to
Chichester Harbour in Portsmouth,
England to take part in ‘the UK’s
largest subtidal oyster reef restoration
project’, as described by one of the
participating organisations. The
volunteers introduced 20,000 oysters
into the sea across the area of English
coast called the Solent, to attempt to
recover the lost species of oyster.
Historical coastal communities relied
on oyster beds for food, trade and
employment. There is even evidence of
oysters being harvested in the harbour
in Roman times! The aim of the
restoration is not only to recover the
species, but also to help to reconnect
the region with its historical heritage.
The volunteers gathered at the
University of Portsmouth’s Institute of
Marine Sciences to clean and check

Pictured: First set of oysters ready to go out to the
new reef. Source: Chichester Harbour Conservancy
on Facebook.

the oysters before they were released
into the ocean. Oysters are very
important to the ecosystem. One oyster
can filter 200 litres of water each day!
This helps as it improves the water
quality, and the reefs which the oysters
form provide habitats for many other
marine species in the area. These reefs
also help to prevent coastal erosion.
Do you like the sea? What do you know
about oysters and what they do?

Do we learn more from winning or losing?

If you lose, you can learn from the
opposing team and improve your
skills for next time.

Thomas

Let us know what you think about this week’s news @ picture-news.co.uk/discuss @ help@picture-news.co.uk /picturenewsprimary/
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